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Music Licensing Requirements for  
ISU International Events and Championships 

 
  Effective Start Date: 1 January 2026 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
ISA reminds all athletes and coaches that music used at ISU International Events and Championships must 
comply with ISU regulations, including copyright and licensing requirements. 
 
Extract from ISU JGP 2026/2027 announcement 
 
‘ISU Members/Skaters are reminded that, for them to use music to accompany their routines, the following 
‘Music Accompaniment’ rights/licenses are required: 

1. the right to edit or adapt music into a mix, if more than one song is being used 

2. the right to set choreography to the music, often referred to as a ‘Grand Right’, which is the right 
to perform musical compositions and recordings within the context of a "dramatic work” or 
choreography 

3. the right to create any copies of the music that may be needed for training and competition 
purposes, also known as the ‘mechanical rights’ 

 
For a music to be fully cleared for these uses, these rights need to be cleared for each and every track used 
in each mix that contains a license (backed by a warranty and legal indemnity) for appropriate territory(s) 
that covers both the master rights of the recording artist and the publishing rights of each individual writer 
and composer of the track. 
 
There are several ways in which ISU Members and their Skaters can legally use or create a music mix to 
accompany their routine/performance: 
 

1. For easy compliance with the above-mentioned requirements, it is recommended to use 
commercially released or production music which has been pre-cleared, such as from 
ClicknClear.com. 

2. Use completely original music (specially commissioned) written and/or recorded by a AI, composer 
and/or artist. If you do this, please ensure you have contractually obtained the relevant rights 
required. ClicknClear’s License Verification System has an online form that your composer/artist 
can use to confirm the rights they have granted you. 

3. Use music out of copyright (otherwise known as music in the public domain). To be noted that the 
duration of copyright varies in each country, so ISU Members MUST check their local copyright law. 

4. Secure a license directly from the owners of the music that the Skaters would like to use. In some 
cases, ClicknClear may be able to assist in the clearance of music not currently available on the 
ClicknClear platform. However, please note this route will be significantly more expensive, may take 
significant time, and there is no guarantee of a positive outcome’. 
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