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Technical Specifications for Adult Singles and Pair Skating, 

Ice Dance and Solo Ice Dance – 2026/27 season 
 
Date Approved: July 2026 Effective Start Date: 1 August 2026 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

1. Purpose of the Communication 

To provide a summary of rule changes following the release of the ISU International Adult Figure 
Skating Competitions (IAFSC) Technical Announcement for 2026/2027 season. This communication 
highlights the key changes from the previous season, with amendments underlined for ease of 
reference.  
 
This communication is intended as a summary only.  For full details, please refer to: 

• ISU IAFSC Technical Announcement – 2026/2027 season 
• ISA By-Laws Section 5 – Adult Single and Pair Skating 
• ISA By-Laws Section 4 – Ice Dance (incl Adult Dance and Solo Ice Dance) 

Additional Rules, Guidelines and Clarifications Resources – Available on the ISU website:  
• ISU Communication 2788 – Levels of Difficulty and Guidelines for marking Grade of 

Execution and Program Components 
• ISU Communication 2769 – Guidelines for marking +GOE of Single and Pair Skating 

Choreographic Elements 
• ISU Communication 2797 – ID Requirements for Technical Rules 26/27 
• ISU Communication 2794 – ID Guidelines for International Novice Competitions 26/27 
• ISU Communication 2795 – ID Requirements for Technical Specifications 26/27 
• International Solo Ice Dance Competition Guidelines 
• ISU Technical Handbooks for 2026/2027 

2. Application of the Communication 

This Communication applies to all ISA Member and affiliated club competitions hosted from 
1 August 2026. 

3. Communication Details 

3.1 Adult Masters Elite & Adult Masters – Singles 
Jump Combination & Sequence:  

• An Euler (half-loop) when used in a jump combination or sequence between two listed 
jumps will be called but will not be considered as a listed jump, and will not be counted in 
the number of the jumps of the concerned combination or sequence. After the execution 
of the Euler (half-loop) no change of foot is allowed. An Euler (half-loop) can be executed 
only once. 
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Spins: 
Max 3 spins of a different nature (abbreviation) 

• One must be a spin combination with or without change of foot. No flying entrance 
allowed. 

• One must be a flying spin or spin with a flying entrance with no change of foot. 

• One must be a choreographic spin – Fixed Base Value 
For choreographic spin – min 3 consecutive revs on one or two blades 
 

Step Sequence: 
Fully utilising the ice surface. 

 At least 2 difficult turns or steps must be executed on clean edges for Level Basic. 
 The twizzle needs to have at least two (2) revolutions to be counted. 

 
 

3.2 Adult Gold – Single 
• A Waltz jump will be called as a single Axel downgrade. *See clarification below 
 
Jump Combination & Sequence:  

• An Euler (half-loop) when used in a jump combination or sequence between two listed 
jumps will be called but will not be considered as a listed jump, and will not be counted in 
the number of the jumps of the concerned combination or sequence. After the execution 
of the Euler (half-loop) no change of foot is allowed. An Euler (half-loop) can be executed 
only once. 
 

Spins: Max Level 3 
Max 3 spins of a different nature (abbreviation) 

• One must be a spin combination with change of foot. No flying entrance allowed. 

• One must be a flying spin or spin with a flying entrance with or without change of foot. 

• One must be a choreographic spin – Fixed Base Value 
For choreographic spin – min 3 consecutive revs on one or two blades 
 

Step Sequence: Max Level 2 
Fully utilising the ice surface. 

 Must include one skating movement e.g. spiral, bauer etc. If missing no level.  
 At least 2 difficult turns or steps must be done on clean edges for Level Basic. 
 The twizzle needs to have at least two (2) revolutions to be counted. 

Technical Panel will not award body movements or combos of 3 difficult turns or body 
movement included in combination turns features. 
 

 

3.3 Adult Silver – Single 
• A Waltz jump will be called as a single Axel downgrade. *See clarification below 

 
Jump Combination & Sequence:  

• An Euler (half-loop) when used in a jump combination or sequence between two listed 
jumps will be called but will not be considered as a listed jump, and will not be counted in 
the number of the jumps of the concerned combination or sequence. After the execution 
of the Euler (half-loop) no change of foot is allowed. An Euler (half-loop) can be executed 
only once. 
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Spins: 
Max 2 spins of a different nature (abbreviation) 

• One must be a spin with no change of position with or without change of foot. No flying 
entrance allowed. 

• Spin of any nature. May commence with a fly. 
 
Choreographic Sequence:  

• Must contain at least 2 different skating movements. Pattern is free and can be done in 
any part of the program. – Fixed Base Value 

 
3.4 Adult Bronze – Single 

Jump Combination:  

• Euler not permitted. 
 
Choreographic Sequence:  

• Must contain at least 2 different skating movements. Pattern is free and can be done in 
any part of the program. – Fixed Base Value 

 
*Waltz Jump – Silver and Gold categories clarification 

Where a waltz jump is performed with a clear preparation, take-off and landing as an axel type 
jump element, it will be considered an unsuccessful Axel attempt and identified as 1A<<. This 
ensures the element occupies a jump box and cannot be disregarded to permit an additional 
jump element later in the program. 
 
A waltz jump that is used solely as a transition or as preparation for another jump (for example, 
a waltz jump immediately into a Loop) is not considered a jump element. Consistent with the 
ISU Technical Panel Handbook, where in the opinion of the Technical Panel the intended waltz 
jump is used only as preparation for the next jump, it will be ignored and will not be identified 
as 1A<<. 
 
 

3.5 Adult Copper and Pewter – Single 
No changes 
 
 

3.6 Adult Masters Elite & Adult Masters, Intermediate  – Pair Skating 
Step Sequence:  
Fully utilising the ice surface. 

 At least 2 difficult turns or steps must be executed on clean edges for Level basic. 
 The twizzle needs to have at least two (2) revolutions to be counted. 
 Rotations in either direction (left and right) with full body rotation covering at least 

1/3 of the pattern in total for each rotational direction is no longer a level feature. 
(ISU Comm 2788) 

 
3.7 Adult – Pair Skating 

Choreographic Sequence:  

• Must contain at least 2 different skating movements. Pattern is free and can be done in 
any part of the program. – Fixed Base Value 
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4. ICE DANCE & SOLO ICE DANCE 

 
4.1 Pattern Dance – Couples  

 
Masters Elite: Couples entering this category will compete against other Masters Elite Ice Dance 

Couples. The technical requirements are the same as those for the category 
“Masters Pattern Dance”. 

Masters: #12: Viennese Waltz (3 sequences) adjusted tempo option 150-159 bpm 
#32: Tango Romantica (2 sequences) adjusted tempo option 108-114 bpm 

Gold:  #12: Viennese Waltz (3 sequences) adjusted tempo option 150-159 bpm 
#23: Paso Doble (2 sequences) adjusted tempo option 108-114 bpm 

Silver:  #2: Foxtrot (2 sequences) adjusted tempo option 96-102 bpm 
#9: European Waltz (2 sequences) adjusted tempo option 129-138 bpm 

Bronze: #5: Tenfox (3 sequences) adjusted tempo option 96-102 bpm 
#6: Swing Dance (2 sequences) adjusted tempo option 94-102 bpm 
 
 
 

4.2 Pattern Dance – Solo Ice Dance 
 
Gold, Masters and Masters Elite  
The following Two (2) Pattern Dances are to be skated: 
#34 Blues – 2 Sequences (1st sequence with A steps, 2nd sequence with B steps) 
#23 Paso Doble – 2 Sequences (1st sequence with A steps, 2nd sequence with B steps) and one 
Choreographic Exit Element from the following: 
• Choreographic Sliding Movement 
• Choreographic Twizzling Movement 
• Choreographic Spinning Movement 
Note: The chosen Choreographic Exit Element is to be performed after the last step of the Paso 
Doble as per Advanced Novice in ISU Communication 2795. Dance patterns available in the 
International Solo Ice Dance Competition Guidelines.   
 
 

There will be 2 key points and up to Level 4 will be evaluated.  
Key point features: Correct Edges, Correct Edges and Turns, Correct Cross Roll and Edges.  

Basic Level Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

50% of Pattern 
Dance Element is 
completed. 

75% of Pattern 
Dance Element is 
completed AND 
1 Key Point is 
correctly executed. 

75% of Pattern 
Dance Element is 
completed AND 
2 Key Points is 
correctly executed. 

90% of Pattern 
Dance Element is 
completed AND 
3 Key Points are 
correctly executed. 

100% of Pattern Dance 
Element is completed 
without interruption AND 
3 Key Points are correctly 
executed. 

 
 
 

https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Corporate-Site/Governance/Transparency/ISU-Communications/2795-ID-Requirements-for-Technical-Specifications-season-2026-27-Final-1781539044-2145.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Fansite/Figure-Skating/2026-2027/Events/Solo-Ice-Dance/Documents/Final-Requirements-for-2026-27-International-Solo-Ice-Dance-V3-4-26-06-24--2--1782813730-8804.pdf
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Silver  
The following Two (2) Pattern Dances are to be skated: 
#2 Foxtrot – 2 Sequences (1st sequence with A steps, 2nd sequence with B steps) 
#10 American Waltz – 2 Sequences (1st sequence with A steps, 2nd sequence with B steps) 
as per Intermediate Novice in ISU Communication 2795. Dance patterns available in the 
International Solo Ice Dance Competition Guidelines.   
 

There will be 1 key point described and up to Level 3 will be evaluated.  
Key point features: Correct Turns and Correct Edges. 

Basic Level Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

50% of Pattern Dance is 
completed. 

75% of Pattern Dance is 
completed AND 
1 Key Point is correctly 
executed. 

75% of Pattern Dance is 
completed AND 
2 Key Points is correctly 
executed. 

90% of Pattern Dance is 
completed AND  
2 Key Points is correctly 
executed. 

 
Bronze  
The following Two (2) Pattern Dances are to be skated: 
#8 Willow Waltz – 2 Sequences (1st sequence with B steps, 2nd sequence with A steps) 
#28 Tango Fiesta – 2 Sequences 
as per Basic Novice in ISU Communication 2795. Dance patterns available in the International Solo 
Ice Dance Competition Guidelines.   
 

All dances without Key Points and up to Level 2 will be evaluated. Judges evaluate the Pattern Dance with GOE 

Basic Level Level 1 Level 2 

50% of Pattern Dance is completed. 75% of Pattern Dance is completed. 90% of Pattern Dance is completed. 

 
▪ The factors for each Program Component are as follows: Bronze = Basic Novice; Silver = 

Intermediate Novice; Gold, Masters and Masters Elite = Advanced Novice. See ISU 
communications 2795 and 2794 as well as the International Solo Ice Dance Competition 
Guidelines.   

▪ In Solo Dance events with two (2) Pattern Dances, the Total Score for each dance will be 
factored as follows: Bronze = Basic Novice; Silver = Intermediate Novice; Gold, Masters 
and Masters Elite = Advanced Novice. 

▪ The warm-up duration for the Pattern Dances is three (3) minutes – the first 30 seconds 
without music followed by 2 minutes and 30 seconds of the 6th (last tune) of the ISU Ice 
Dance music. 

▪ Each fall shall receive a deduction of 0.5 point, as per the International Solo Ice Dance 
Competition Guidelines.  General Rules and Requirements for the Novice levels. Gold, 
Masters and Masters Elite 

 
4.3 Solo Ice Dance – Free Dance 

Gold & Silver 
Sequential Twizzle Series: 

One (1) Set of Sequential Twizzles.  
 Two twizzles skated one after the other with up to two (2) steps in between twizzles.  
 Each push, including a scooter push, and/or transfer of weight while on two feet between 

twizzles is considered as a step. 

https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Corporate-Site/Governance/Transparency/ISU-Communications/2795-ID-Requirements-for-Technical-Specifications-season-2026-27-Final-1781539044-2145.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Fansite/Figure-Skating/2026-2027/Events/Solo-Ice-Dance/Documents/Final-Requirements-for-2026-27-International-Solo-Ice-Dance-V3-4-26-06-24--2--1782813730-8804.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Corporate-Site/Governance/Transparency/ISU-Communications/2795-ID-Requirements-for-Technical-Specifications-season-2026-27-Final-1781539044-2145.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Fansite/Figure-Skating/2026-2027/Events/Solo-Ice-Dance/Documents/Final-Requirements-for-2026-27-International-Solo-Ice-Dance-V3-4-26-06-24--2--1782813730-8804.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Fansite/Figure-Skating/2026-2027/Events/Solo-Ice-Dance/Documents/Final-Requirements-for-2026-27-International-Solo-Ice-Dance-V3-4-26-06-24--2--1782813730-8804.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Corporate-Site/Governance/Transparency/ISU-Communications/2795-ID-Requirements-for-Technical-Specifications-season-2026-27-Final-1781539044-2145.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Corporate-Site/Governance/Transparency/ISU-Communications/2794-ID-Novice-Communication-26-27-Final-1781538797-2139.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Fansite/Figure-Skating/2026-2027/Events/Solo-Ice-Dance/Documents/Final-Requirements-for-2026-27-International-Solo-Ice-Dance-V3-4-26-06-24--2--1782813730-8804.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Fansite/Figure-Skating/2026-2027/Events/Solo-Ice-Dance/Documents/Final-Requirements-for-2026-27-International-Solo-Ice-Dance-V3-4-26-06-24--2--1782813730-8804.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Fansite/Figure-Skating/2026-2027/Events/Solo-Ice-Dance/Documents/Final-Requirements-for-2026-27-International-Solo-Ice-Dance-V3-4-26-06-24--2--1782813730-8804.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Fansite/Figure-Skating/2026-2027/Events/Solo-Ice-Dance/Documents/Final-Requirements-for-2026-27-International-Solo-Ice-Dance-V3-4-26-06-24--2--1782813730-8804.pdf
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