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1. History 

2025 saw the creation of a new position – Chair of Technical Regulations Committee (Ice Dance 

and Solo Ice Dance). Ice Dance was initially part of the duties of the convener looking after all the 

ISA rules (later by-laws). Early on, the convener had a high level of knowledge and experience in 

singles, pair and ice dance. Over the last fifteen years or so the incoming conveners/chairs were 

very accomplished in singles and pair but less so in ice dance and required some assistance to 

implement changes as they occurred. This really came to light when the Novice categories were 

further divided at ISU level, the Rhythm Dance evolved and Adult Ice Dance became more 

popular.  

 

In 2017, I took the initiative to extensively update the ice dance testing stream and competition 

requirements and continued to make the relevant updates each season. Input from the ice dance 

community was important and few amendments were made along the way resulting in the test 

stream that currently exists, but with few changes around other aspects which are further 

explained below.  

 

Solo Ice Dance has been in the ISA Regulations since the early 2000’s and was even in the AFSC 

in 2006. The tests were structured the same as the partnered tests but with the only requirement 

being the lady’s (woman’s) steps (now called A steps) being done by all skaters regardless of 

gender. Competition consisted of patten dances plus a free dance with one sequence of a 

prescribed pattern dance but no particular theme and no clear definition of the elements. There 

was no Edge Element, no proper Twizzle Element and very little else to distinguish it from 

partnered dance other than it was solo. It was looked upon as free skating with no jumps with a 

prescribed pattern thrown in.  

 

In 2024, Solo Ice Dance became the newest ISU supported discipline with uniform rules, new 

elements and descriptions and with the assistance of Monica McDonald and several others, the 

improved Solo Ice Dance was introduced into the ISA Regulations with separate tests and a new 

competition structure.  

 

A lot of work was needed to draft the test and competition requirements and to introduce solo 

ice dance into the regulations. It was never just writing that set of rules. It meant modifications 

were needed to other Sections, competition prerequisites in other disciplines, tests, test papers, 

element sheets, the IJS and also Aussie Skate. As this has to be managed and maintained, it led 

to the Board determining that a separate committee and chair to singles and pair was warranted. 

In the future, it is possible that the same person, knowledgeable in all three disciplines, could 

hold both positions at the same time. 

2. Solo Ice Dance 

Since its formal inclusion, Solo Ice Dance has been increasing in popularity as skaters venture into 

something new or return to the sport to train and compete but without the jumps. Ideally more 

competitions will be able to offer this discipline and more officials will come on board to judge 

and be on the technical panel. Currently it is hard and expensive to bring in qualified officials for 
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very small categories and there may not be enough local officials to run the event. I would like to 

thank the Members and Clubs who have included Solo Ice Dance in their events and also the 

officials without a lot of ice dance experience who have stepped in to learn and judge. Many 

competitions would not have been possible without this support.  

 

There was a total of twenty-five entries in four categories at AFSC 2025 and seven in three 

categories at AAFSC 2026. What a great start!  

 

The pathway for movement of skaters from the singles test stream is working well with the 

current Pattern Skills Test level being the point of entry for testing in the Solo Ice Dance stream 

and needs no adjustment. 

3. Adult Solo Ice Dance 

Solo Ice Dance was added to the Adult Competition by the ISU quite late compared to mainstream 

and resulted in some issues as we had to adjust requirements in both seasons and make 

provisions for existing situations. The timeline and reasoning are explained in ISA Communication 

182. Hopefully the requirements have now settled into a more logical process and future changes 

will be easier to implement.  

 

I take this opportunity to apologise for the delay in publishing the changes to Adult Solo Ice Dance 

in Section 4. The intent was to not disadvantage skaters already in the competition arena, but the 

implementation date was the problem. All I can say is there were extenuating circumstances 

which many of you understand but I should have foreseen the effect and addressed it first. Thank 

you to those who took the time to voice your concerns. 

4. Officials Training 

NSWISA and NSWAPSA jointly ran two great online seminars for Solo Ice Dance, moderated by 

John Millier from the USA. The first was on judging – elements, GOE and the Program 

Components. The second was for technical officials.  

  

Thank you to Debbie Noyes, Leah Bates and Ashley Stuart for organising and making them 

available for everyone to participate, not just NSWISA officials.  

 

There has been a big push and encouragement for singles judges to take up solo ice dance judging 

as well. It can only benefit the skaters and the sport, but it also benefits the official in all aspects 

of their judging.  

 

At the AFSC 2025, there was an ISU Seminar for Ice Dance Officials for Judges and Referees 

moderated by Hilary Selby of the ISU Dance Technical Committee and Karen Howard, who 

presented the Program Components. Compulsory for international judges, it was a wonderful 

learning opportunity for all judges. 
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5. The Future 

In addition to continuing the focus to encourage skaters to include Solo Ice Dance in their skating, 

the attention also needs to be on the best way to facilitate skaters forming new ice dance 

partnerships for testing and competition. This will be the focus in 2026.  

 

The current rules are restrictive until a skater is at the Junior or Senior Level of Singles 

competition. Realistically, most skaters are more likely to consider ice dance and a partnership in 

categories below Junior. Entry at this point means the skaters usually need to start all over again 

from Preliminary in the Ice Dance testing stream resulting in unnecessary time and expense in 

training dances just to tick a box. There is also no provision for Solo Ice Dancers to use their Solo 

Ice Dance test levels without starting testing all over again in a partnership.  

 

The current By-Laws for new partnerships at the higher levels are advantageous to overseas 

skaters wishing to represent Australia internationally but not our own. We should be paving the 

way for Australian skaters to have the same opportunities for new partnerships while still 

welcoming overseas skaters. 

 

Easier flow from Singles and Solo Ice Dance at all levels to partnered dance is key and approval 

has been given in the last two seasons to some new partnerships to commence testing part way 

through the stream. With the current high profile of Australian Ice Dance, it is a timely 

opportunity to make these changes and without doing this, there will be more requests and/or 

possible discouragement from even considering partnered ice dance.  

 

Suggested amendments have been drawn up and presented to the Board. Some adjustments may 

be needed as it progresses to achieve the right pathways.  

 

It is also time to remove the requirement for an ice dance partnership to be “one man and one 

woman”. It’s outdated and restrictive; and other Federations have already made the change. We 

must open up opportunities for new kinds of skating partnerships. Solo Ice Dance is leading the 

way with mixed gender competition and requirements for skaters to perform both A and B steps 

of pattern dances.  

6. Forms and Communications  

The national registration form for Ice Dance partnerships and Solo Ice Dance skaters has not been 

very successful and is probably no longer useful. There is now a greater awareness of these 

categories and numbers are still very fluid between competitions.   

 

Communications will continue to be published as required in cooperation with the other Chairs 

as needed.   

 

A document control system was created for all Ice Dance and Solo Ice Dance papers including test 

forms. 
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7. In conclusion 

Although the focus of this position is Technical Regulations, I would like to congratulate Holly 

Harris and Jason Chan on their successful performance in the Rhythm Dance and Free Dance at 

the 2026 Olympic Winter Games. It was simply beautiful and I am so very proud of what they 

achieved with dedication and plain hard work. The standard was excellent and they set a perfect 

example of grace and gratitude for us all to follow.  

 

Thank you to the ISA Board for inviting me to nominate for this position. There is a lot of work 

still to be done which will take some time to complete.  

 

Thank you to the coaches who have contacted me for assistance, support and your views. It is 

because of you that boundaries are questioned and the sport develops. I hope I have been 

helpful.  

 

My gratitude to Sharon Mellema, Technical Regulations Committee (Singles, Pair and Artistic) 

Chair knows no bounds. Her assistance has been invaluable; her common sense and practical, 

methodical approach to the entirety of all the regulations, by-laws, policies and procedures is 

critical to the success and consistency required for the roles we both perform. She has stepped 

in several times to assist me with a sometimes overwhelming workload and continues support 

everything I do.  

 

Angelique Clyde-Smith 
Chair, Technical Regulations Committee (Ice Dance and Solo Ice Dance)  

Ice Skating Australia Limited  

April 2026 


	1. History
	2. Solo Ice Dance
	3. Adult Solo Ice Dance
	4. Officials Training
	5. The Future
	6. Forms and Communications
	7. In conclusion

