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Summary 

This report provides an overview of the activities of the Technical Regulations Committee 
(Singles, Pair Skating and Artistic) (“TRC”) over the past 12 months. 
 
Proposals submitted by the TRC to the ISA Board are developed with the best interests of the 
sport and its athletes as the primary consideration. A key focus throughout the reporting 
period has been the ongoing review and amendment of by-laws to ensure they accurately 
reflect both the evolving landscape of the sport in Australia and relevant changes introduced 
by the ISU. 
 
The TRC comprises three core members, supported by contributions from other ISA Standing 
Committees and key stakeholders, who provide valuable input, advice and feedback on 
matters under consideration. The Committee acknowledges and appreciates this collaborative 
support and looks forward to its continuation. 
 
ISA Communications approved by ISA Board since 2025 AGM (all available on ISA website): 
 
2025 
173 Technical Element and Rule Requirements for 2025/26 Season – Novice S & P 
174 ISA AFSC 2025 Qualification Scores for ID & SID 
175 Technical Element and Rule Changes for Adult Single and Pair Skating 2025/26 
176 ISA AAFSC 2026 Qualification Scores 
177 ISA AFSC 2025 Qualification Scores for Synchronized Skating 
178 Aussie Skate - Changes to Aussie Skate Ice Dance 
 
 2026 
179 Changes to Aussie Skate Curriculum 2026 
180 Technical Element  Rule Requirements Singles & Pair from 1 Jan 2026 
181 ISA AFSC 2026 Qualification Scores 
182 Adult Solo Ice Dance (SID) – ISU Alignment and Amendment to ISA By-Laws 
183 Solo Ice Dance Edge Element Clarification for Preliminary and Elementary 
184 Technical Specifications for Novice Singles & Pair Skating Categories 2026/27 Season 
185 Updated Levels of Difficulty Single & Pair Skating Elements 2026/27 
 
 
The ISA website has been updated to include a new section on the ISA Communications page 
titled “Active Communications”. This section consolidates all current, valid ISA 
Communications in one location for ease of reference. 
 
All communications will continue to be listed under the year in which they were published. 
Once a communication is superseded or no longer valid, it will be removed from the “Active 
Communications” section and archived under its original year of publication. 
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1. ISA By-Laws Section 2 – Tests – Single and Pair Skating 

 Review commenced June 2025;  Approved September 2025  
 
 Summary 

By-Law 223 – Amendment Required (Impact of By-Law 315: ISA Intermediate 
Maximum Age) 
 
Issue: 
The introduction of a maximum age limit for ISA Intermediate under By-Law 315 had 
created an unintended consequence within By-Law 223. The current test eligibility 
wording refers to skaters being “age eligible,” which, when read in conjunction with 
the revised maximum age provisions, results in skaters under the age of 21 being 
excluded from undertaking the Basic Novice test. This outcome is inconsistent with 
the intended development pathway. 
 

2. ISA By-Laws Section 5 – Adult Single and Pair Skating 

 Review commenced July 2025;  Approved July 2025  
 
 Summary 

Following the update to the Technical Requirements for ISU Supported Adult Figure 
Skating Competitions (July 2025), the ISA by-laws governing Adult Singles and Pair 
Skating categories required amendment. In particular, the revised ISU provisions 
relating to fall deductions in Singles and Pair Skating were not reflected in the ISA by-
laws, resulting in a misalignment with ISU-supported competition specifications and 
ISA by-laws. 
 

3. ISA By-Laws Section 6 – Championships and Competitions 

 Proposal Adult Figure Skating Committee October 2025;  Approved November 
2025 

 
 Summary 

By-Law 616 – Adult Championships of Australia: Increase titles from 17 to 19 by 
including Adult Bronze Solo Ice Dance and Adult Bronze Ice Dance categories.  
Both TRC (Single, Pair Skating & Artistic; Ice Dance & Solo Ice Dance) agreed in 
principle – Rationale for Support 

o Consistency: Aligns the Australian competition structure with ISU Adult 
Competitions and International Adult Competitions. 

o Recognition: Both Bronze Partnered Ice Dance and Solo Ice Dance are 
established categories within the ISU Adult Competition framework. 
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Consultation with ISA Members 
To gauge ISA Member support for the proposal, the TRC sought feedback from ISA 
Members via their Secretaries. Of the eight (8) ISA Members consulted, four (4) 
responded in support of the proposal, while four (4) did not provide a response. 

4. ISA By-Laws Section 8 - International 

 Under review;  
 

 Summary 
The last update to this by-law was in May 2018, and the section remains under review. 
Consideration is being given to the inclusion of all figure skating disciplines, including 
Theatre On Ice. 
 
The review will focus on updating terminology to ensure consistency with other by-
laws, as well as incorporating adult international requirements. 
 
Entries, selection and nominations by-laws have been identified with outdated 
wording when compared with existing policies. Proposed updates include expanding 
the selection and nominations by-law to incorporate the Winter Youth Olympic Games 
and better address Synchronized skating. 
 
TRC is continuing to gather information to assess whether the existing by-law meets 
current requirements. 
 
Discussions are also ongoing regarding requirements for international skaters 
entering Australian competitions. 
 

5. ISA By-Laws Section 9 – Artistic Competitions 

 Summary 
“Artistic” was added to the TRC Standing Committee at the 2025 AGM. The TRC is 
currently in the process of gathering information to assess whether the existing by-
law meets current requirements. TRC would welcome any feedback. Please feel free 
to email technicalregulations@isa.org.au  

  

mailto:technicalregulations@isa.org.au
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6. AFSC scores 

 Review commenced Nov 2025; Submitted 8/1/26; Approved February 2026 
 

 Summary 
An analysis of 2025 competitions results has been undertaken. 
 
• Results data indicate that, on average across all categories, at least two-thirds or 
more of skaters are achieving the current minimum qualifying scores (refer ISA ranking 
spreadsheets) 
 
• Consideration has been given to anticipated element and rule changes for the 
2026/27 season. Pending the publication of further information by the ISU, current 
qualifying scores and existing season rules will remain in effect until 30 June 2026. The 
only confirmed element change is the Junior and Senior Short Program 2026/27 group 
elements (Single & Pair Skating) as per ISU 2024 Special Regulations & Technical Rules, 
which does not impact current qualifying scores. 
 
• Following this review, the only change in minimum TES AFSC qualifying requirements 
is a reduction of the ISA Intermediate singles minimum qualifying score from 11.3 to 
10.0. 
 
Rationale: 
ISA Intermediate now has a maximum age limit of under 21, with many skaters 
entering the sport later in their development. 
 
Currently, a single test requirement (Basic Novice) applies across the Basic Novice, 
Intermediate Novice and Intermediate categories. As a result, there may be an 
expectation for ISA Intermediate skaters to demonstrate skills comparable to those 
competing at Intermediate Novice level, which does not always align with appropriate 
athlete development pathways. 
 
In particular, older skaters may have progressed through Preliminary and Elementary 
levels and obtained the Basic Novice test; however, they are then required at 
Intermediate level to perform at least two to three different double jumps (due to 
jump repetition rules) to qualify for AFSC. This requirement can present a significant 
challenge for skaters entering or progressing later in the sport. 
 
ISA Intermediate can function as a “youth” or “young adult” category, providing a 
pathway for skaters to continue their development until they either progress to the 
next competitive level, consider another discipline pathway or transition to Adult 
Silver, Gold or Masters categories from age 18 and above.  
 
The revised TES effectively reduces the technical requirement from a jump 
combination to a solo jump. This adjustment is intended to support participation, 
retention and growth within the category, while maintaining an appropriate and 
achievable performance standard. 
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• As further information becomes available, any ISU changes will be reviewed by the 
TRC to assess their impact on qualifying scores, with a view to updating the AFSC 
Scores Communication from 1 July 2026 if required. Potential impacts may include 
changes to the Scale of Values (SOV), reductions in the number of jumps, spins in some 
categories and the introduction of new elements (e.g. Choreographic Spin). 

7. ISA Age Eligibility Survey 

 Review commenced January 2025;  
 

 Summary 
As part of the review of ISA age eligibility considerations, the TRC identified the need 
for a broader consultative process. Accordingly, a survey, accompanied by an 
information package, was distributed in July 2025 to ISA Delegates, ISA Member 
Secretaries and APSA Delegates for feedback. 
 
The survey was issued to 35 recipients, comprising ISA Delegates, ISA Member 
Secretaries and APSA Secretary/Delegates. A total of 15 responses were received, 
including 6 from ISA Member Delegates (NSWISA-3, ISQ-1, ISV-2) and 9 from APSA 
Delegates. 
 
The TRC thanks all stakeholders who responded and provided feedback, including the 
comments and perspectives provided through the consultation process. While it is 
recognised that views will differ, stakeholder responses form an important part of the 
consultative process and assist the TRC in considering a broad range of perspectives 
when developing proposals and recommendations for presentation to the ISA Board. 
The TRC would, however, have preferred a greater number of responses to the survey, 
as broader stakeholder engagement assists in ensuring informed and representative 
consideration of matters under review. 
 
A summary of responses is provided below: 
 
1) Proposed Minimum Age for Senior Categories (min 15 years for SID, ID, and Pair 

Skating): Do you support this age threshold?  
11 – YES 4 – NO  

2) Proposed Maximum Age for Preliminary, Elementary, Advanced Novice Singles 
and Solo Ice Dance (Have not reached the age of twenty-one (21) before July 1 
preceding the event): Do you support this age threshold?  
10 – YES 5 – NO  

3) Introducing Age Divisions in Preliminary and Elementary Singles: Do you agree?  
10 – YES 5 – NO  

4) Increasing Maximum Age for Junior Singles (from 18 to 20 years - Have not 
reached the age of twenty-one (21) before July 1 preceding the event):  
Do you support this age threshold?  
12 – YES 3 – NO  
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5) Removing the Advanced Novice eligibility clause 4 “have not won a previous 
Advanced Novice Singles Championship of Australia, except skaters who have not 
reached the age of sixteen before 1 July preceding the event may defend their 
titles.”  
If a maximum age is applied to Advanced Novice, do you support the removal of 
this clause?  
8 – YES 6 – NO  

6) Introducing Age Limits in Solo Ice Dance (Currently No Age Criteria):  
Do you support introducing maximum age requirements in SID categories?  
7 – YES 8 – NO  

7) Cross-Discipline participation in mixed categories: 
Skaters to be permitted to compete in a non-adult competition in one discipline 
(e.g., Advanced Novice Singles) while also competing in an Adult competition in 
another discipline (e.g., Adult Silver Solo Ice Dance) within the same July–June 
season. Do you agree with this? 
8 – YES 5 – NO  

8) Same Discipline participation in mixed categories: 
Skaters to be permitted to compete in both Adult and non-Adult events in the 
same discipline during the same competition year (e.g., Basic Novice Solo Ice 
Dance and Adult Silver Solo Ice Dance).  Do you agree with this? 
1 – YES 12 – NO  

 
 
 

Conclusion 

I would like to begin by acknowledging and thanking my fellow core committee members, 
Angelique Clyde-Smith and Melina Simjanovic. Both have dedicated a significant amount of 
time and effort through countless hours spent across emails, Zoom meetings, WhatsApp 
discussions, reviewing documents and phone calls. Their extensive experience and depth of 
knowledge, gained both within the sport and professionally outside of it, continue to be 
invaluable to the work of the Committee. 

I also extend my appreciation to the ISA Members’ skating community, including judges, 
technical panel officials, coaches and other ISA Committees, who have provided thoughtful 
input and feedback in response to our requests on various proposals. Broad consultation is 
essential to ensuring well-informed decision-making that best serves the interests of both the 
athletes and the sport. 

The Committee is grateful for the ongoing support and collaborative approach of the ISA 
Board, and we look forward to continuing to strengthen this working relationship. 

The Committee remains committed to advancing greater consistency, stronger practices and 
clearer direction across the sport. The commencement of a new Olympic cycle will bring a 
significant period of change, one that will further progress and strengthen the sport. 

While there is still more to be achieved, the Committee remains committed to building on the 
foundations already established for the benefit of the sport and its athletes. 
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