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1 A SyS Team Registrations 
 
Thirty-seven teams registered with ISA for the 2025-2026 Season with the following numbers: 
 

Senior    2 previous year 3   
Junior    6 previous year 5 
Advanced Novice  2 previous year 3 
Basic Novice  7 previous year 6 
Juvenile   1 previous year 3 
Adult    7 previous year 8 
Advanced Adult  4 previous year 5 
Mixed Age   8 previous year 8 

 
SyS teams are located in Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, Erina and Brisbane with skater 
numbers in the hundreds, a clear indicator of its popularity and support. 

 
B TOI Team Registrations 
 

 Adult   2 
 Open   4 
 Novice   1  
 
TOI teams are located in Canberra, Melbourne, Western Sydney and Newcastle with skaters 
numbering about 90. Unlike SyS, multi-teaming is not permitted so this number is an accurate 
picture of the number of participants in this discipline, many of whom only do TOI. 
 
 
2 International Competition 
 
This season we had eight teams enter in seven competitions. 
 
Unfortunately, after months of preparation and saving, Adelaide Ice Magic Basic Novice and Mixed 
Age teams had to withdraw from the Easter Trophy in Milan. Their flights through the middle east 
were cancelled leaving them to have to make very expensive alternative arrangements. Coupled 
with parent concerns for the young Basic Novice skaters it became unviable to travel and reluctantly, 
the teams made their decision two weeks before the competition. We all share their disappointment 
and congratulate them none-the-less on their nomination and good sportsmanship as they sent a 
good luck video to all the other teams in the competition. 
 
Southern Sky Junior had their flights cancelled the day before departure and after a lot of hard work 
on the part of the team administration and their clever travel agent, they were rebooked all 
together and arrived in Sheffield, GBR just over a day later than scheduled. 
 
Although there were expressions of interest placed for Challenger competitions, the unusually early 
closing date of mid-November for all four made it impossible for teams to make this work. With the 
AFSC well after this closing date and selection of teams for the two World Championships contingent 
on the results, teams successfully qualifying would only be able to travel once in the season due to 
the huge expense involved. Entries could have been made but as refunds for withdrawals were not 
possible, any teams taking the chance would be out of pocket for these fees plus any non- 
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refundable accommodation arrangements which had to be completed at close of entries. Hopefully, 
future closing dates for the Challenger competitions will be after AFSC as they used to be. 
 
Congratulations to all the teams below on their performances at international competitions in 
2025-2026. 
 
 
Masters Games, Dunedin, NZL  31 January to 1 February 2026 
 
Evolution (Adult)    FS Placing 1 from 1 
 
Coach:   Kate Endriulaitis 
 
No Judge or Team Leader 
 
 
Budapest Cup, Budapest, HUN   21 - 22 February 2026 
 
Iceskateers Elite (Qld) Junior   SP Placing 8 from 13 

FS Placing 7 from 13 
Final Placing 8 from 13 

 
Ice Storm (Qld), Senior    SP Placing 8 from 10 
      FS Placing 5 from 9 
      Final Placing 5 from 10 
 
Coach:   Hayley Marcovich 
Judge:   Liz Alexandre 
Technical Specialist: Tanya McGivern 
Team Leader:  Peter Marcovich 
 
 
Steel City Trophy, Sheffield, GBR  7 to 9 March 2026 
 
Southern Sky Junior (NSW)   SP Placing:  2 from 3 

FS Placing:  2 from 3 
Final Placing:  2 from 3 

 
Coach:    Adele Leghorn 
Team Leader:  Steve Baker 
 
 
World Junior Synchronized Skating Championships, Gdansk, POL 13 – 14 March 2026 
 
Southern Sky Junior (NSW)   SP Placing:  23 from 24 

FS Placing:  23 from 24 
Final Placing:  23 from 24 

 
Coach:    Adele Leghorn 
Judge:    Rebecca Andrew 
Team Leader:  Steve Baker 
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World Synchronized Skating Championships, Salzburg, AUT 10 – 11 April 2026 
 
Team Unity (NSW)     SP Placing:  20 from 22 

FS Placing:  20 from 22 
Final Placing:  20 from 22 
 

Coaches:  Madonna Randall and Georgina Reilly 
Judge:   Liz Alexandre 
Referee: Rebecca Andrew 
Team Leader: Alissa Pfitzer 
 
 
Nations Cup 2026, Lansing, USA    23 to 26 April 2026 
 
Sydney Ice Theatre Open   CE Placing: 9/13  
      FP Placing: 8/13 
      Final Placing: 8/13  
 
Coach:   Linda Aubrecht 
Judges:   Jan Gardner, Rachel Ramsay 
Team Manager:  Lyn Aussel 
 
 
Other activity by our Synchronized officials included: 
 
Rebecca Andrew Referee  
Brittania Cup, Nottingham, GBR 9 to 10 January 2026 
Ute Synchro Cup, Budapest, HUN 7 to 8 February 2026   
ISU & Skate Canada Online Test Event 
ISU Challenger Series - OAC 
 
Tara O’Connor  Technical Controller 
Mozart Cup, Salzburg, AUT 23 to 24 January 2026 
    
Tanya McGivern Technical Specialist 
Rebecca Andrew Referee  
Riga Amber Cup, Riga, LAT  12 to 15 February 2026 
 
 
3 Forms and Policies 
 
These are in the process of being updated for the new season. Many of the policies and procedures 
apply to all teams so wording and document control was amended for 2025-2026 to include TOI. 
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4 Releases to International Teams 
 
Releases were given from Australia to five skaters competing with teams of other Federations: 
 
Canada  2 
Germany 1 
Italy  1 
Sweden  1 
 
A clearance was granted by New Zealand Ice Figure Skating Association.  
 
5 Non-Australian Citizens 
 
Altogether there were 28 applications from non-Australian citizens in SyS and TOI teams. As these 
are a lot of work to process for both ISA and the other Federations, and application was made only 
for the skater in a team nominated in international competition. There is no requirement for them 
to have a clearance to skate in competitions in Australia, however ISA needs to know who these 
skaters are. 
 
To save more work for the applicants and team administrators, I will be modifying the procedure 
and only asking for skaters in teams nominating for international competition to provide full 
documentation with a formal application. 
 
 
6 SyS Competitions in Australia 
 
In addition to ISA Member Championships, the following competitions included Synchronized 
Skating: 
 
ANZAS       Melbourne, Vic 
Queensland Synchronized Club Championships  Brisbane, Qld 
SA Skate      Adelaide, SA 
SAISC Championships     Adelaide, SA 
Sydney Synchrofest      Erina, NSW 
WinterWest       Perth, WA 
 
These gave almost all teams an opportunity for at least one competition before their Member 
Championships and AFSC. Thank you to all the Clubs, Members, Rink staff and volunteers for their 
support of these. 
 
AFSC held at Iceworld Boondall in Brisbane hosted a smaller number of teams than previously, many 
not attending due to cost factors. Despite that, there were two days of great synchronized skating 
and performances with the usual excitement, noise and atmosphere that only Synchronized Skating 
can bring. My thanks to Iceworld Boondall staff and ISQ volunteers for their time and efforts to run 
this event for our teams and officials. 
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7 Development Seminars 
 
In an update for last year’s SyS Development Seminar held in Bangkok, Thailand from 5 to 9 June 
2025, subsequently all five mini teams were accepted and attended which was a great opportunity 
for the skaters and coaches. 
 
One mini team and two self-funded coaches applied for the SyS Development Seminar to be held in 
Oberstdorf, Germany 11 to 14 May 2026. Upon advice from the ISU SySTC, the two coaches 
withdrew their application and based on the expectation that second seminar will be held in 
Bangkok, Thailand in June, the mini team’s application was unsuccessful. At the time of writing, 
there is no further update on this second seminar. 
 
8 Grants and Scholarships  
 
Jade Watters, a former senior synchronized skater applied for and was successful in receiving an ISU 
grant to assist in transitioning from skater to judge. The grant was used to pay for travel and 
accommodation to SyS competitions outside her home state to broaden her experience. She 
recently acquitted the funds to the ISU and has been a welcome and valuable addition to the judging 
panel. 
 
Adele Leghorn, a synchronized skating coach, was pleased to have been awarded the ISU 
Synchronized Skating Coach Scholarship Program 2025-26 to use for personal development under a 
mentor assigned by the ISU. The selection was made by the ISU without an application. 
 
9 Letters 

 
54 individualised letters for SyS competitors and team officials 
Five releases given to other Federations 
One clearance application 

 
 

10 Theatre on Ice 
 

The work of the international group on unifying the marking criteria for TOI is now complete and will 
be used for the first time at the 2026 Nations Cup. I am quite proud of my contribution to this 
project which has been running for three years. Section 12 of the ISA By-Laws will require more 
updating and the international documents have become more refined with some of the detail in the 
By-Laws being referenced rather than stated. A reminder to clubs and ISA Members, that all TOI 
competition in Australia must now use the TOI Judging System (TJS). There will be a technical 
document to assist in setting up the FSM which is not a difficult exercise but does need some 
instruction. 
 
I encourage all clubs and ISA Members to give every opportunity for TOI teams to form, train and 
compete. It is an important part of keeping skaters engaged in our sport and offers a viable 
alternative with more flexibility, artistry and creativity than the other disciplines. 
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 TOI Competitions in Australia 
Carnival of Artistic Skating and Theatre on Ice Canberra, ACT 
Gwen Peterson Theatre on Ice Trophy  Canberra, ACT 
Hunter Ice Skating Club Artistic   Newcastle, NSW 
NSW Artistic Championships   Liverpool, NSW 
NSW Championships    Erina, NSW 
Spring Competition (with ACT Championships) Canberra, ACT 
Theatre Cup     Newcastle, NSW 
Triple Challenge  Artistic Trophy   Liverpool, NSW 
Victorian Figure Skating Championships  Melbourne, Vic 
 

11 Safeguarding 
 
As part of the approval process for skaters and teams for international competitions, evidence of 
completion of the relevant Sports Integrity Australia courses was made a requirement this season. 
This adds to the mandatory evidence of current membership, APSA coaching accreditation, 
appropriate medical qualifications and working with children/vulnerable people registration. 
 
12 In Conclusion 
 
My SyS committee remains the same with Allie Flack, Liz Alexandre, Rebecca Andrew and Tara 
O’Connor. There were only a few occasions this season where a quick consultation or discussion was 
needed. Given the number of changes coming, particularly to SyS, there will no doubt be more 
required in the next few months. 
 
My TOI committee includes Mike Thacker, Jacob Debono, Linda Aubrecht, Jan Gardner and a couple 
of enthusiastic skaters. This year focussed on bring TOI processes into line with SyS for ease of 
administration. There are few wrinkles to iron out there as is has not been smooth sailing but the 
TOI contingent has been very supportive and willing to make it work. For full success it requires the 
support of all ISA Members and Clubs. 
 
Thank you to the ISA Board and my fellow Committee Chairs for all of the time and energy you 
devote to skating.  
 
And finally, as always, a huge thank you to all the Australian SyS and TOI teams for all your 
achievements. You should be very proud. 2026 seems set for a big change in rules and I will 
endeavour to make any needed transitions as clear and simple as possible. 
 
Angelique Clyde-Smith 
Chair, Synchronized Skating and Theatre on Ice Committee 
Ice Skating Australia Limited 
April 2026 


