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Updated Levels of Difficulty of Single and Pair Skating Elements 

2026/27 Season (updated 19 May 2026) 
 
Date Approved: May 2026 Effective Start Date: 1 July 2026 
 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

1. Purpose of the Communication 

To provide a summary of the Level of Difficulty requirements, changes and clarifications for 
Technical Elements in Single and Pair Skating for 2026/27 Season.  
 
Following the release of ISU Communication 2788 – Levels of Difficulty and Guidelines for marking 
Grade of Execution and Program Components Season 2026/27, this communication summarises the 
key changes and clarifications, with amendments underlined for ease of reference. 
 
This summary is intended as a guide only and does not replace the official ISU Communication or 
the 2024 ISU Special Regulations & Technical Rules – Single & Pair Skating (Sports Rules), which 
should be referred to in full via the ISU website. 
 
ISU Communication 2788: 
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Corporate-
Site/Governance/Transparency/ISU-Communications/2788-SP-Levels-and-GOE-2026-Updated-
MAY-19-1779351385-9626.pdf  

2. Application of the Communication 

This Communication applies to all ISA Member and affiliated club competitions, including Champ 
Series events hosted from 1 July 2026.    
 

3. Communication Details - Singles 

Please see ISU Communication 2788 & 2769 for; 
 Updated Guidelines for marking +GOE 
 Updated Guidelines in establishing GOE for errors in Short Program and Free Skating 
 Changes and clarifications for GOE and Program Components 

 
Additional remarks relating to technical elements and features can be found in the ISU Technical 
Panel Handbooks for Single Skating and Pair Skating. 
 

ISA Communication 185 
 

https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Corporate-Site/Governance/Transparency/ISU-Communications/2788-SP-Levels-and-GOE-2026-Updated-MAY-19-1779351385-9626.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Corporate-Site/Governance/Transparency/ISU-Communications/2788-SP-Levels-and-GOE-2026-Updated-MAY-19-1779351385-9626.pdf
https://isu-d8g8b4b7ece7aphs.a03.azurefd.net/isudamcontainer/CMS/Corporate-Site/Governance/Transparency/ISU-Communications/2788-SP-Levels-and-GOE-2026-Updated-MAY-19-1779351385-9626.pdf
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3.1 SPINS 
 

• Difficult variation in a non-basic position is no longer considered a feature 

• Difficult change of position on the same foot is no longer one of the mandatory level 4 
features. It is counted as a normal feature.  

• Change of foot executed by jump is counted when the jump is done into a camel or sit 
position. 

• Difficult blade feature: using the blade in a way that has a significant impact on the 
balance, control and execution of the spin. The feature must be executed in camel, sit, 
Layback, Biellmann or difficult variation of an upright position. The position must be 
maintained throughout the whole feature and can be achieved for example by spinning 
on the heel or toe of the blade. The feature must be performed in control inside the spin 
and spinning must continue after the feature on the same foot. The difficult blade feature 
is not considered as a difficult exit. 
 

To receive level 4 in any spin, one of these features must be counted: 

• Difficult exit 

• Clear change of edge 

• Both directions immediately following each other in sit, camel, Layback and difficult 
variation of an upright position 

• Clear increase of speed 

• Difficult variation of flying entry 

• Windmills 
 
NEW FEATURE 

• Windmills (executed 3 times in a row) 
The feature “Windmills” must be executed 3 times in a row and may be included in any 
spin. Each windmill movement in a row must reach close to a split position (at least 135 
degrees). When executed in a spin in one position, the revolutions during the feature are 
not counted to the number of revolutions required in a basic position. Any windmill type 
of movement is counted only once in a program, the first time it is attempted. 
 

• Junior/Senior – Men & Women categories (Free Skating) ISU Rule 612 
 maximum of three spins, one of which must be a spin combination, one a flying 

spin and one choreographic spin; 
 

3.2 JUMPS 
 

• Junior/Senior – Men & Women categories (Free Skating) ISU Rule 612 
 maximum of six jump elements (one of which must be an Axel type jump) 
 Repetitions: The same type of jump independent of the number of revolutions can 

be included not more than three times in the Free Skating program. 

• Jump combinations: 
An Euler (half-loop) is considered a non-listed jump, it will have no value when used in a jump 
combination between two listed jumps and it will not be counted in the number of the allowed 
jumps of the concerned jump combination. 
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An Euler jump cannot be included in the jump combination of the Short Program. An Euler 
(half-loop) can be executed, in between two listed jumps, only once in Free Skating.  
 

• Jump sequences: 
An Euler (half-loop) is considered a non-listed jump, it will have no value when used in a jump 
sequence between two listed jumps and it will not be counted in the number of the allowed 
jumps of the concerned jump sequence. After the execution of an Euler (half- loop) no change 
of foot before the next jump is allowed. An Euler (half-loop) can only be executed once, in 
between two listed jumps, in Free Skating. 
 

3.3 STEP SEQUENCES 
 

• At least 2 difficult turns and steps must be executed on clean edges for Level basic. The 
twizzle needs to have at least two (2) revolutions to be counted. 
 

NEW FEATURE 

• Feature 5) Body movements included in a combination of 3 difficult turns feature: The 
skater must execute two movements in one combination of 3 difficult turns that have an 
effect on the balance of the main body core. Any movements of the arms, and/or head 
and/or torso and/or hips and/or legs are counted. The two movements must not be 
executed on the same curve of a turn. For example in a combination of rocker, counter, 
twizzle, both of the 2 movements cannot be executed on the entry curve of the rocker. In 
order to achieve the feature, all the turns must be clean in the combination. 
 

3.4 CHOREOGRAPHIC ELEMENTS 
 

• Choreographic Spin 
A Choreographic Spin is a spin which enhances the choreography of the program and 
matches the music.  
A Choreographic Spin must have a minimum of 3 consecutive revolutions executed on one 
or two blades, with any basic or non-basic positions allowed. Change of foot is optional 
and can be done several times during the spin. The Technical Panel identifies the 
Choreographic Spin and it will be confirmed once the 3 consecutive revolutions have been 
completed. If the Choreographic Spin cannot be identifiable to the panel, the third 
performed spin will be considered as the Choreographic Spin (Choreographic Spin 
confirmed). This element has a fixed base value and will be evaluated by the judges in GOE 
only. 
 
The positions in the Choreographic spin will not be considered as used in the other spins 
of the program. 
 

• Choreographic Sequences 
A Choreographic Sequence is an element which enhances the choreography of the 
program and matches the music. It consists of at least two different skating movements 
like spirals, arabesques, spread eagles, Ina Bauers, hydroblading, any jumps with 
maximum of two revolutions, spins, etc. Steps and turns may be used to link the two or 
more different movements together. Listed elements included in the Choreographic 
Sequence will not be called and will not occupy a box. The pattern is not restricted, but 
the sequence must be clearly visible. 
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The Technical Panel identifies the Choreographic Sequence which commences with the 
first choreographed movement and ends with the last choreographed movement. It can 
be performed before or after the Step Sequence. 
This element has a fixed base value and will be evaluated by the judges in GOE only. 
 

4. Communication Details – Pair Skating 

4.1 SPINS – (Solo and Pair Spin Combinations) 
 

• Difficult variation in a non-basic position is no longer considered a feature except in pair 
spin. 

• Change of foot executed by jump is counted when the jump is done into a camel or sit 
position. 

• Difficult blade feature: using the blade in a way that has a significant impact on the 
balance, control and execution of the spin. The feature must be executed in camel, sit, 
Layback, Biellmann or difficult variation of an upright position. The position must be 
maintained throughout the whole feature and can be achieved for example by spinning 
on the heel or toe of the blade. The feature must be performed in control inside the spin 
and spinning must continue after the feature on the same foot. The difficult blade feature 
is not considered as a difficult exit. 
 

NEW FEATURE 

• Windmills (executed 3 times in a row) 
The feature “Windmills” must be executed 3 times in a row. Each windmill movement in 
a row must reach close to a split position (at least 135 degrees). Any windmill type of 
movement is counted only once in a program, the first time it is attempted. 
 

• Pair Spin Combination (Short only) 
The pair spin combination must have a minimum of two different basic positions with two 
revolutions in each of these positions by both partners anywhere within the spin. 
The pair spin combination must include at least one change of position of both partners. 
The pair spin combination must include at least one change of foot of both partners, not 
necessarily executed by both partners at the same time. 
If there is no change of foot or no change of position by both partners, the element will 
have no value. 
The pair spin combination must have a minimum of eight revolutions, the lack of which 
must be reflected by Judges in their marking. However, a spin with less than three 
rotations is considered as a skating movement and not a spin. The minimum number of 
required revolutions must be counted from the entry of the spin until its exit. 
 

4.2 JUMPS 
 

• Jump combinations: 
An Euler (half-loop) is considered a non-listed jump, it will have no value when used in a 
jump combination between two listed jumps and it will not be counted in the number of 
the allowed jumps of the concerned jump combination. 
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• Jump sequences: 
An Euler (half-loop) is considered a non-listed jump, it will have no value when used in a 
jump sequence between two listed jumps and it will not be counted in the number of the 
allowed jumps of the concerned jump sequence. After the execution of an Euler (half-
loop) no change of foot before the next jump is allowed. 

 
The jump combination/sequence consists of two jumps. 

 
4.3 LIFTS 

 
 Senior Pair Free Skating - maximum of two lifts, not both from the same group, 

with full extension of the lifting arm/s  (ISU Rule 621) 
 Junior Pair Free Skating - maximum of two lifts, not both from the same group 

with full extension of the lifting arm/s  (ISU Rule 621) 

• The Lift’s Group is determined by the hold at the moment the Woman passes the top of 
the Man’s head. 

• In Group 5 Reverse Lasso Lift (5RLi), the woman’s hand needs to be behind her back (not 
in between the legs). When both partners skate forwards, this is considered as a difficult 
variation of take-off. 

• Difficult carry is no longer counted as a level feature. 
 

4.4 DEATH SPIRALS 
 

• Difficult entry and Difficult exit are two separate features and both of them can be counted 
as level feature in a death spiral. 

 
NEW FEATURE 

• Difficult exit: 
Difficult exit from the death spiral counts as a separate feature. An example of a difficult 
exit: Woman exits immediately with continuous flow into a lift (dance or other) or into a 
jump. The exit must have significant impact on the balance and control of the execution 
of the death spiral. 
 

4.5 STEP SEQUENCES 
 

• Rotations in either direction (left and right) with full body rotation covering at least 1/3 of 
the pattern in total for each rotational direction is no longer a level feature. 

• At least 2 difficult turns and steps must be executed on clean edges for Level basic. The 
twizzle needs to have at least two (2) revolutions to be counted. 
 

NEW FEATURE 
Feature 5) Body movements included in a combination of 3 difficult turns feature: Both 
skaters must execute two movements in one combination of 3 difficult turns that have an 
effect on the balance of the main body core. Any movements of the arms, and/or head 
and/or torso and/or hips and/or legs are counted. The two movements must not be 
executed on the same curve of a turn. For example in a combination of rocker, counter, 
twizzle, both of the 2 movements cannot be executed on the entry curve of the rocker. In 
order to achieve the feature, all the turns must be clean in the combination. 
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4.6  CHOREOGRAPHIC ELEMENTS (ISU Rule 621 Pair Skating) 

 

• Choreographic Pair Lift 
A Choreographic Pair Lift is a lift which enhances the choreography of the program and 
matches the music.  
Choreographic Pair Lift must be ascending and descending whilst moving across the ice 
surface. It must have a minimum of 1 rotation. 
The Choreographic Pair Lift does not have any limitations regarding the hold on entry or 
at any point during the lift. The lifting partner must have straight or almost straight arm(s) 
above the head at some point during the lift. If the Choreographic Pair Lift is not 
identifiable to the panel, the third performed lift will be taken as the Choreographic Pair 
Lift (Choreographic Pair Lift confirmed). This element has a fixed base value and will be 
evaluated by the judges in GOE only. 
 
The positions in the Choreographic lift will not be considered as used in the other lifts of 
the program. The take off may be the same as in another lift of the program and will not 
invalidate the other lift. 
 

 Senior Pair Free Skating - maximum of one choreographic pair lift  
 

• Choreographic Pair Spin 
A Choreographic Pair Spin is a spin which enhances the choreography of the program and 
matches the music. 
A Choreographic Pair Spin must have a minimum of 3 consecutive revolutions executed 
on one or two blades at least by one partner, with any basic or non-basic positions 
allowed. Change of foot is optional and can be done several times during the spin. Lifting 
of partners is optional but should not consist of any lifting movement with full extension 
of the arm(s) if the lifted position is higher than a shoulder level. 
 
The Technical Panel identifies the Choreographic Pair Spin and it will be confirmed once 
the 3 consecutive revolutions have been completed. This element has a fixed base value 
and will be evaluated by the judges in GOE only. 
 

 Senior & Junior Pair Free Skating - maximum of one choreographic pair spin 
 

• Choreographic Sequences 
A Choreographic Sequence is an element which enhances the choreography of the 
program and matches the music. It consists of at least two different skating movements 
like spirals, arabesques, spread eagles, Ina Bauers, hydroblading, any jumps with 
maximum of two revolutions, spins, small lifts etc. Steps and turns may be used to link the 
two or more different movements together. Listed elements included in the 
Choreographic Sequence will not be called and will not occupy a box. The pattern is not 
restricted, but the sequence must be clearly visible. 
The Technical Panel identifies the Choreographic Sequence which commences with the 
first choreographed movement and ends with the last choreographed movement. This 
element has a fixed base value and will be evaluated by the judges in GOE only. 
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