
By-Laws Section 3 – 
Single and Pair Skating

Discussion Paper Presented by 
Technical Regulations Committee (Single, Pair Skating & Artistic)



Considerations
• Current restrictions on technical test progression

• Competing in multiple categories within the same discipline concurrently

• Junior singles maximum age

• Implications to international policies (novice categories)



Key Principles and Strategy
Modernising the Competition Pathway
• Clear, flexible, and development-focused framework 
• Aligns testing, competition, and athlete readiness 
• Supports retention and long-term participation 

Protecting Development Levels – Preliminary & Elementary Focus
• Maintained as learning and foundation stages 
• Reduces pressure to “test up” 
• Supports skill development and confidence building 

Competition as the Gatekeeper – Shift in Eligibility Approach
• Competition history is the primary eligibility driver 
• Replaces reliance on test progression alone 
• Better reflects true competitive readiness 

Structured Progression – Balanced Flexibility
• Controlled crossover at Novice levels 
• Clear triggers when moving to higher categories 
• Ensures fair and logical progression pathway 

Flexible Testing Pathway – Remove Barriers to Development
• “But not higher” restriction removed 
• Skaters can test ahead without moving up prematurely
• Encourages skill progression at the right pace 

Competition Integrity – Fairness Across All Levels
• Discouraging participation in multiple categories in the one event 
• Maintains integrity of each category 
• Consistent eligibility across all competition types 

Athlete-Centred Development – Supporting Individual Readiness
• Progression based on physical, technical, and emotional readiness 
• Coaches and skaters can plan development more strategically 
• Reduces pressure to advance too quickly 

Retention & Transition – Stronger Athlete Pathway
• Junior maximum age extended to under 21 
• Improves retention and transition to Senior 
• Reflects Australian development needs 

Clarity & Consistency – Simplified Rules
• Removal of ambiguous clauses 
• Clear minimum Technical + Pattern Skill test requirements
• Consistent structure across all levels

Overall Outcome
A Better System
• Clearer and easier to apply 
• Fairer and more transparent 
• Supports development, retention, and performance
• Cost effective – enabling skaters/parents to choose one category to 

focus on in the one event for younger level skaters and reduce burnout



Title SINGLE SKATING – PRELIMINARY “ELIGIBILITY”
By-Law No. 311
Current
By-Law

At close of entries the skater must
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Preliminary Singles Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5), but not higher.
3. Passed at a minimum the Preliminary Pattern Skills Test.

Proposed 
Change

At close of entries the skater must
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed at a minimum both the Preliminary Singles Technical Test and the Preliminary Pattern Skills Test or the 

equivalent of both (ISA By-Law 607.5), but not higher.
3. Passed at a minimum the Preliminary Pattern Skills Test.
3. Have not competed in an Elementary or higher Singles event conducted by, or under the authority of, Ice Skating Australia, 

an ISA Member, an affiliated club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member Federation or any of its affiliated clubs.

Explanatory 
Note for Change

• Delete Clause 3 and its requirement properly absorbed into clause 2 so there is no ambiguity.
• New Clause 3 to have the competitive category to be gatekeeper rather than the test level.

Benefit of this change:
The benefit of this change is that it allows skaters to progress through either the Technical or Pattern tests—or both—without being forced to move to 
Elementary before they are competitively ready. Removing the “but not higher” test restriction eliminates unnecessary limitations on test progression. 

Instead, the competition level becomes the key gatekeeper for eligibility. This is a more practical approach, as test results do not always reflect a skater’s true 
competition readiness—some skaters may advance through tests without competing at that level, while others may move into higher competition immediately 
after passing.

By focusing on whether a skater has competed in Elementary or higher, the rule more accurately maintains the integrity of the category and ensures it remains 
appropriate for its intended level.



Title SINGLE SKATING – ELEMENTARY “ELIGIBILITY”
By-Law No. 312
Current
By-Law

At close of entries the skater must

1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Elementary Singles Technical Test or equivalent (ISA By-law 607.5) but not higher;
3. Have passed at a minimum the Elementary Pattern Skills Test;
4. Have not competed in a Basic Novice or higher Singles Championship event held by Australia, an ISA Member or other.

Proposed
Change

At close of entries the skater must

1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed at a minimum both the Elementary Singles Technical Test and the Elementary Pattern Skills Test or the equivalent of 

both (ISA By-law 607.5) but not higher;
3. Have passed at a minimum the Elementary Pattern Skills Test;
3. Have not competed in a Basic Novice or higher Singles Championship event held by conducted by, or under the authority of, Ice 

Skating Australia, an ISA Member, an affiliated club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member Federation or any of its affiliated clubs. 
Australia, an ISA Member, an ISA Member or other.

Explanatory Note 
for Change

• Delete Clause 3 and its requirement properly absorbed into clause 2 so there is no duplication or ambiguity.
• Rename Clause 4 to Clause 3
• The Elementary PST has been included in clause 2 to remove any ambiguity and ensures clarity and consistency for skaters, coaches 

and officials.
• “Championship” deleted as words “higher singles Championship event held by Australia, an ISA Member or other” is ambiguous. 

(“Other” needs to be defined) Also covers “equivalency” for skaters coming to Australia to compete. Some countries do not have tests.

Benefit of this change: (same reasoning as Preliminary)
The benefit of this change is that it allows skaters to progress through either the Technical or Pattern tests—or both—without being forced to move to Basic 
Novice before they are competitively ready. Removing the “but not higher” test restriction eliminates unnecessary limitations on test progression. 

Current Clause 2 caps eligibility at Elementary Technical Test (and not higher) By competing in Basic Novice, it requires passing the Basic Novice Technical Test, 
which is higher than Elementary → Accordingly, a skater who satisfies clause 2 cannot meet the condition described in clause 4. 
This suggests clause 4 is legacy wording introduced prior to the 2012 test and competition structures change. Also, before Champ Series/benchmark events 
which commenced in 2014. 



Title SINGLE SKATING – BASIC NOVICE “ELIGIBILITY”
By-Law No. 313
Current
By-Law

At close of entries the skater must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Basic Novice Singles Technical Test or equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5) but not higher;
3. Have passed at a minimum the Basic Novice Pattern Skills Test;
4. Have not competed in an Advanced Novice or higher Singles Championship event held by Australia, an ISA Member or other.
5. Have not reached the age of fourteen (14) by July 1 preceding the event.

Proposed
Change

At close of entries the skater must:

1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.

2. Have passed at a minimum the Basic Novice Singles Technical Test and the Basic Novice Pattern Skills Test or the equivalent of both (ISA By-Law 607.5) but not 
higher;

3. Have passed at a minimum the Basic Novice Pattern Skills Test;
3. Have not competed in an Advanced Novice Intermediate Novice or higher Singles Championship event held by conducted by, or under the authority of, Ice 

Skating Australia, an ISA Member, an affiliated club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member Federation or any of its affiliated clubs. Australia, an ISA Member 
or other.

4. Have not reached the age of fourteen (14) by July 1 preceding the event.

Title SINGLE SKATING – INTERMEDIATE NOVICE “ELIGIBILITY”

By-Law No. 314
Current
By-Law

At close of entries the skater must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Basic Novice Singles Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5), but not higher at the close of entries;
3. Have passed at a minimum the Basic Novice Pattern Skills Test;
4. Have not competed in an Advanced Novice or higher Singles Championship event held by  Australia, an ISA Member or other.
5. Have not reached the age of sixteen (16) before July 1 preceding the event.

Proposed
Change

At close of entries the skater must:

1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.

2. Have passed at a minimum the Basic Novice Singles Technical Test and Basic Novice Pattern Skills Test or its the equivalent of both (ISA By-Law 607.5), but not 
higher at the close of entries;

3. Have passed at a minimum the Basic Novice Pattern Skills Test;

3. Have not competed in an Advanced Novice or higher Singles Championship event held by conducted by, or under the authority of, Ice Skating Australia, an ISA 
Member, an affiliated club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member Federation or any of its affiliated clubs. Australia, an ISA Member or other.

4. Have not reached the age of sixteen (16) before July 1 preceding the event.



Title SINGLE SKATING – INTERMEDIATE “ELIGIBILITY”
By-Law No. 315
Current
By-Law At close of entries the skater must:

1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Basic Novice Singles Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5);
3. Have passed at minimum the Basic Novice Pattern Skills Test;
4. Have not competed in an Advanced Novice or higher Singles Championship event held by Australia, an ISA Member or other.
5. Have reached the age of sixteen (16) before July 1 preceding the event; AND
6. Have not reached the age of twenty-one (21) before July 1 preceding the event.

Proposed
Change At close of entries the skater must:

1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.

2. Have passed at minimum the Basic Novice Singles Technical Test and the Basic Novice Pattern Skills Test or its the equivalent of both 
(ISA By-Law 607.5);

3. Have passed at minimum the Basic Novice Pattern Skills Test;

3. Have not competed in an Advanced Novice or higher Singles Championship event held by conducted by, or under the authority of, 
Ice Skating Australia, an ISA Member, an affiliated club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member Federation or any of its affiliated 
clubs. Australia, an ISA Member or other.

4. Have reached the age of sixteen (16) before July 1 preceding the event; AND

5. Have not reached the age of twenty-one (21) before July 1 preceding the event.



Explanatory Note 
for Change

Explanatory Note for Basic Novice, Intermediate Novice and Intermediate
Note: One Test - Basic Novice, for competition eligibility for all 3 categories; Basic Novice (BN), Intermediate Novice (IN) and Intermediate

• Delete Clause 3 and its requirement properly absorbed into clause 2 so there is no ambiguity. (By-Laws 311 to 316)
• Removal of “but not higher” from Clause 2 (currently a skater cannot pass AN Technical Test without making them ineligible to 

compete in BN or IN) allows young talented skaters the challenge to test above BN whilst remaining competitively in BN or IN to 
develop and mature physically and mentally. (By-Laws 311 to 314)
o The phrase “but not higher” has been removed to support athlete development and provide flexibility for skaters and coaches to 

plan an appropriate testing and competition pathway.
o This amendment allows skaters to continue progressing through the testing system (e.g. working toward and passing Advanced 

Novice Pattern Skills and Technical tests) without being prematurely forced out of the Basic Novice/Intermediate Novice 
competition categories. Competitive eligibility is instead appropriately governed by Clause 3, which acts as the gatekeeper for 
competition level by restricting participation based on actual competition history, not test progression alone.

o Removing the term “Championship” from Clause 4 eliminates ambiguity and clarifies intent. It clarifies the scope to include non-
championship, international, and ISU Member competitions (others) Competition eligibility should apply consistently across all 
event types.

This approach:
o Enables deliberate and athlete centred development planning;
o Allows skaters to remain in Basic Novice or Intermediate Novice competition until their skills, maturity, and readiness align with 

moving up a competition category;
o Creates a clear and forward development progression from Preliminary through to Advanced Novice.

• Developmental Category Protection
o Preliminary and Elementary should remain clearly defined developmental categories, where skaters focus on foundational skill 

development without pressure to test up prematurely. This structure ensures these categories remain instructional and 
developmental in nature.

• Competition Integrity
o This framework prevents unintended outcomes such as skaters competing across multiple novice categories (e.g. Basic Novice 

and Intermediate Novice) within the same competition, ensuring clarity, fairness, and integrity in competition pathways.  



Title SINGLE SKATING – ADVANCED NOVICE “ELIGIBILITY”

By-Law No. 316

Current
By-Law

At close of entries the skater must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Advanced Novice Singles Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5);
3. Have passed at a minimum the Advanced Novice Pattern skills test;
4. Have not won a previous Advanced Novice Singles Championship of Australia, except skaters who have not reached the age of sixteen (16) before July 1 preceding 

the event may defend their titles.

Proposed
Change

At close of entries the skater must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed at a minimum the Advanced Novice Singles Technical Test and the Advanced Novice Pattern Skills Test or its the equivalent of both (ISA By-Law 

607.5);
3. Have passed at a minimum the Advanced Novice Pattern skills test;

3. Except as provided in Clause 4, have not competed in a Junior or higher singles event conducted by, or under the authority of, Ice Skating Australia, an ISA 
Member, an affiliated club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member Federation or any of its affiliated clubs.

4. Have not won a previous Advanced Novice Singles Championship of Australia, except skaters who have not reached the age of sixteen (16) before July 1 
preceding the event may defend their title, even if they have competed in any Junior or higher Singles Championship event.

Explanatory
Note for 
Change

New Clause 3 (current by-law wording allows skaters to compete in Australia both AN and JNR at the same time)

The introduction of new Clause 3 aligns with the intended athlete development pathway from previous categories. Evidence suggests that competing in both Advanced 
Novice (AN) and Junior simultaneously is not in the best interests of athlete development or the sport at domestic level.

* See Questions on Advanced Novice changes* (next page)
New Clause 3 introduces a clear progression mechanism: once a skater competes in any Junior singles competition, they become ineligible to compete in Advanced 
Novice domestically. This ensures a structured and developmentally appropriate transition between levels within domestic competitions.

Clause 3 serves as the primary progression “gatekeeper” between Advanced Novice and Junior. Clause 4 provides a specific exception, allowing an under-16 defending 
champion to re-enter Advanced Novice, even if they have competed in Junior.

International and domestic eligibility should be treated separately:
o Qualification for the Advanced Novice International Pool remains unaffected by subsequent domestic participation in Junior. 
o Skaters who qualify for both Advanced Novice and Junior International Pools within the two nominated seasons (ISA-05 & ISA-07) may choose the category that best 

supports their international competition development. 
It is recommended that international policy settings:
o Allow skaters to compete one level below Junior internationally for development purposes, where appropriate.  And flexibility for more than 1 level below AN as 

many ISU international events do not cater for Intermediate Novice.



Do we allow the ability for Advanced Novice (AN) to compete in both AN and Junior at the same time in all competitions except Championship events?

Current proposed clause 3 wording:
“have not competed in a Junior or higher singles event conducted by, or under the authority of, Ice Skating Australia, an ISA Member, an affiliated club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member 
Federation or any of its affiliated clubs.”
OR
Alternative: allow the ability AN to compete in both AN and Junior at the same time with exceptions? (i.e. not in AFSC or ISA Member championships) 
“have not competed in any Junior or higher Singles Championship or ISU international event”   (Pros & Cons for this clause wording below)

Questions on Advanced Novice changes

Pros Cons

1. Ability for skaters to compete in both AN 
and Junior categories at club and champ 
series level, providing developmental 
exposure to the next competitive level

2. Skaters remain eligible for AN until such 
time as they compete in a Junor singles 
category at a championship event i.e. ISA 
Member Championships or AFSC. 

3. Provides flexibility where participation 
across categories aligns with the skater’s 
individual development pathway and 
coaching plan.

1. Blurred progression pathway
Athlete development is most effective when it follows a clear, staged progression. Competing in two levels simultaneously weakens that 
structure. Instead of fully transitioning into Junior expectations, the skater remains partially anchored in AN, which can delay technical 
and performance progression.

2. Conflicting performance standards
Advanced Novice and Junior have different technical requirements, program components, and judging expectations. Training for both 
at once can dilute focus:

Adv Novice may emphasise consolidation and execution; Junior demands higher difficulty, maturity and consistency. Trying to 
satisfy both often results in neither being optimised. 

3. Program and training inefficiency; Competing two competitive categories typically means:
Multiple programs or modified layouts; Split training priorities; Increased coaching load 
This can reduce the quality of preparation for each level and limit time spent mastering Junior-level content.

4. Increased physical and mental load; More competitions, programs and expectations can lead to:
Fatigue and higher injury risk 
Mental burnout or reduced motivation 
Difficulty peaking at the right time 
Instead of building confidence, it can create pressure and inconsistency.

5. Reduced competitive clarity
Competing across two categories can send mixed signals about the skater’s true level. It may:

Complicate selection and benchmarking 
Undermine the integrity of each category 

6. Potential impact on long-term development
Staying in AN while also entering Junior can sometimes prioritise short-term results (e.g. podium opportunities) over long-term 
progression. This may delay adaptation to Junior-level technical content and performance expectations.

7. Competitive equity concerns
From a system perspective, dual participation can be seen as unfair:

Skaters may dominate AN while already performing at Junior level 
It can limit opportunities for athletes fully committed to AN

8. Additional financial costs



Questions on Advanced Novice changes continues…
Is the “defending titles” provision in the by-laws outdated? Advanced Novice singles and Pair Skating –BN and AN are currently the only categories that 
includes specific by-law wording relating to defending titles. Should this provision be removed to ensure consistency across categories, or retained in alignment 
with ISU max max ages as currently used?

In simpler terms – current wording:
Win once → no longer eligible for AN and skater required to move up. 
But if you’re young enough (under 16) → you’re allowed to stay and try to win again. 
Example:
A 14-year-old wins Advanced Novice → they can compete again the next year (still under 16 at the cutoff) and defend the title. 
A 16-year-old (or older) wins → they cannot compete in Advanced Novice again.

Alternative clause wording eliminating “defending title”;

At close of entries the skater must:

1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.

2. Have passed at a minimum the Advanced Novice Singles Technical Test and the Advanced Novice Pattern Skills Test or its the equivalent of both (ISA By-Law 607.5);

3. Have passed at a minimum the Advanced Novice Pattern skills test;

3. Except as provided in Clause 4, Have not competed in any Junior or higher Singles event conducted by, or under the authority of, Ice Skating Australia, an ISA Member, an affiliated 
club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member Federation or any of its affiliated clubs. 

4. Have not won a previous Advanced Novice Singles Championship of Australia, except skaters who have not reached the age of sixteen (16) before July 1 preceding the event may 
defend their title, even if they have competed in any Junior or higher Singles Championship event

Should Advanced Novice have a maximum age? Advanced Novice currently does not have any upper or lower age restriction.

If a maximum age is introduced, should it align with Intermediate category?  

Proposed wording:

Have not reached the age of twenty-one (21) before July 1 preceding the event.

(see next page)



Introducing a maximum age for Advanced Novice is mainly about keeping the category aligned with its purpose as a developmental, age-appropriate pathway. 
Without an upper age limit, you can end up with skaters who are technically or physically more mature remaining in the category longer than intended.

Reasons for adding a maximum age:
1. Preserves the pathway structure
Advanced Novice is generally positioned as a transition stage toward Junior. An upper age limit encourages timely progression and prevents the category from 
becoming a “holding category.”

2. Promotes fairness and safety
Older skaters often have physical, experienced-based, and performance advantages. A cap helps maintain more equitable competition among similarly aged athletes.

3. Aligns with international frameworks
ISU pathways are age-based. Introducing a maximum age supports clearer alignment between domestic and international progression.

4. Prevents stagnation and repeat dominance
Without an age limit, older skaters may remain in the category and dominate, which can limit opportunities for younger athletes to develop and succeed.

5. Simplifies eligibility rules
A clear age cap is easier to administer than relying on rules like “defending titles” or prior wins.

6. Supports athlete development
Encouraging progression to Junior at the appropriate age helps skaters adapt earlier to higher technical and performance demands, which is important for long-term 
development.

Potential trade-off to acknowledge:

• Introducing a maximum age can disadvantage late developers or those returning from injury.
• While a maximum age improves structure and fairness, it can also reduce flexibility and unintentionally push skaters out of the sport or into categories they’re not 

ready for.
• Older skaters who are not yet ready for Junior or Senior may need to re-evaluate another viable competition pathway.



Title SINGLE SKATING – JUNIOR “ELIGIBILITY”
By-Law No. 317

Current
By-Law

At close of entries the skater must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Junior Singles Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5),
3. Have passed at a minimum the Junior Pattern Skills Test;
4. Have not reached the age of nineteen (19) before July 1 preceding the event.

Proposed
Change

At close of entries the skater must:

1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed at a minimum the Junior Singles Technical Test and the Junior Pattern Skills Test or its the equivalent of both (ISA By-Law 

607.5),
3. Have passed at a minimum the Junior Pattern Skills Test;
3. Have not reached the age of twenty-one (21) before July 1 preceding the event.

Explanatory
Note for 
Change

See BN explanatory notes for clause 2 and deleted clause 3

• While the Technical Regulations Committee (TRC) continues to review age eligibility across all disciplines, consultation has identified 
strong stakeholder support for extending Junior eligibility beyond the ISU maximum.

• The ISU maximum age limit requirement is under 19. Extending domestic Junior eligibility from under 19 to under 21:
o Better supports athlete development within the Australian context;
o Helps retain skaters in the sport for longer;
o Provides additional time for skaters to transition to Senior or to consider an alternative competitive pathway;
o Aligns with the broader objective of participation, retention, and sustainable progression.
o Given the broad stakeholder support identified through consultation, it is considered appropriate to implement this change as 

soon as practicable, rather than delaying until the completion of the full age-eligibility review.
o Mirrors ISA maximum age eligibility in other categories.



Title SINGLE SKATING – SENIOR “ELIGIBILITY”
By-Law No. 318

Current
By-Law

At close of entries the skater must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Senior Singles Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5);
3. Have passed the Senior Pattern Skills Test.
4. Have reached the age of fifteen (15) before July 1 preceding the event.

Proposed
Change

At close of entries the skater must:

1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.

2. Have passed both the Senior Singles Technical Test and Senior Singles Technical Test or its the equivalent of both 
(ISA By-Law 607.5);

3. Have passed the Senior Pattern Skills Test.

3. Have reached the age of fifteen (15) before July 1 preceding the event.

Explanatory
Note for 
Change

See BN explanatory notes for clause 2 and deleted clause 3



Title PAIR SKATING – PRE NOVICE “ELIGIBILITY”

By-Law No. 319

Current
By-Law

At close of entries both skaters must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Preliminary Singles Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5);
3. Have passed at a minimum the Preliminary Pattern Skills Test;
4. Only one partner may have competed in a Basic Novice or higher Pair Skating Championship event held by Australia, an ISA Member or other.

Proposed
Change

At close of entries both skaters must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed both the Preliminary Singles Technical Test and the Preliminary Pattern Skills Test or its the equivalent of both (ISA By-Law 607.5);
3. Have passed at a minimum the Preliminary Pattern Skills Test;

3. Only one partner may have competed in a Basic Novice or higher Pair Skating Championship event held by conducted by, or under the authority of, Ice Skating 
Australia, an ISA Member, an affiliated club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member Federation or any of its affiliated clubs. Australia, an ISA Member or other.

Explanatory
Note for 
Change

See BN explanatory notes for clause 2 and deleted clause 3
New Clause 3 consistent by-law wording relating to competition history

Title PAIR SKATING – BASIC NOVICE “ELIGIBILITY”
By-Law No. 320

Current
By-Law

At close of entries both skaters must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Basic Novice Pair Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5);
3. Have not won a previous Basic Novice Pair Skating Championship of Australia, except where the partners have not reached the age of sixteen (16) for Girls and 

eighteen (18) for Boys before July 1 preceding the event, the title may be defended; OR;
4. Only one partner has won a previous Basic Novice Pair Skating Championship of Australia, AND;
5. Only one partner has competed in an Advanced Novice Pair Skating Championship event held by Australia, an ISA Member or other.

Proposed
Change

At close of entries both skaters must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Basic Novice Pair Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5);
3. Have not won a previous Basic Novice Pair Skating Championship of Australia, except where the partners have not reached the age of sixteen (16) for Girls 

and eighteen (18) for Boys before July 1 preceding the event, the title may be defended; OR;
4. Only one partner has won a previous Basic Novice Pair Skating Championship of Australia, AND;
5. Only one partner has competed in an Advanced Novice Pair Skating Championship event held by conducted by, or under the authority of, Ice Skating 

Australia, an ISA Member, an affiliated club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member Federation or any of its affiliated clubs. Australia, an ISA Member or other.

Explanatory
Note for 
Change

Consistent by-law wording relating to competition history in other Section 3 categories



Title PAIR SKATING – ADVANCED NOVICE “ELIGIBILITY”
By-Law No. 321

Current
By-Law

At close of entries both skaters must be:
1. A current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Passed the Advanced Novice Pair Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5), but not higher at close of entries;
3. Have not won a previous Advanced Novice Pair Skating Championship of Australia, except where the partners have not reached the age 

of sixteen (16) for girls and eighteen (18) for boys before July 1 preceding the event, the title may be defended; or
4. Only one partner has won a previous Advanced Novice Pair Skating Championship of Australia, and:
5. Only one partner has competed in a Junior Pair Skating Championship event held by Australia, an ISA Member or other.

Proposed
Change

At close of entries both skaters must be:
1. A current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Passed the Advanced Novice Pair Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5), but not higher at close of entries;
3. Have not won a previous Advanced Novice Pair Skating Championship of Australia, except where the partners have not reached the age 

of sixteen (16) for girls and eighteen (18) for boys before July 1 preceding the event, the title may be defended; or
4. Only one partner has won a previous Advanced Novice Pair Skating Championship of Australia, and:
5. Only one partner has competed in a Junior Pair Skating Championship event held by conducted by, or under the authority of, Ice Skating 

Australia, an ISA Member, an affiliated club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member Federation or any of its affiliated clubs. Australia, an ISA 
Member or other.

Explanatory
Note for 
Change

Clause 2: If one partner is satisfying clause 5, then both skaters cannot satisfy clause 1. Also allows the team to test up. Clause 4 and 5 are 
the competition gatekeeper.

Clause 5: Of the two partners, only one is allowed to have competed in a Junior or higher Pair Skating event (whether in Australia, through an 
ISA Member, or internationally).
The other partner must not have competed at Junior level or above in pair skating championships.

Clause 4&5 combined: A pair can include one experienced skater, but not two.
If both partners have that level of past experience (winning Advanced Novice (nationals) and not age eligible or competing Junior), the team 
would be ineligible for this category.



Title PAIR SKATING – JUNIOR “ELIGIBILITY”
By-Law No. 322

Current
By-Law

At close of entries both skaters must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member;
2. Have passed the Junior Pair Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5);
3. Have not reached the age of twenty-one (21) for Women and the age of twenty-three (23) for Men before July 1 preceding the event. A 

maximum age gap of seven (7) years is allowed between the two partners; OR where:
4. Only one partner has won a previous Junior Pair Skating Championship of Australia; or
5. Only one partner has competed in a Senior Pair Skating Championship event held by Australia, an ISA Member or other.

Proposed
By-Law

At close of entries both skaters must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member;
2. Have passed the Junior Pair Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5);
3. Have not reached the age of twenty-one (21) for Women and the age of twenty-three (23) for Men before July 1 preceding the event. A 

maximum age gap of seven (7) years is allowed between the two partners; OR where:
4. Only one partner has won a previous Junior Pair Skating Championship of Australia; or
5. Only one partner has competed in a Senior Pair Skating Championship event held by conducted by, or under the authority of, Ice Skating 

Australia, an ISA Member, an affiliated club of an ISA Member, or an ISU Member Federation or any of its affiliated clubs. Australia, an 
ISA Member or other.

Explanatory
Note for 
Change

Clause 5: Of the two partners, only one is allowed to have competed in a Senior Pair Skating event (whether in Australia, through an ISA 
Member, clubs or internationally).

Clauses 3,4 and 5 are joined together with “OR”
That means a pair only needs to satisfy one of these clauses to be eligible.

Title PAIR SKATING – SENIOR “ELIGIBILITY”
By-Law No. 323

Current
By-Law

At close of entries both skaters must:
1. Be a current financial member of an ISA Member.
2. Have passed the Senior Pair Technical Test or its equivalent (ISA By-Law 607.5).

Proposed
By-Law NO CHANGE



Further Considerations Relating to the Proposed Timing of Implementation of Any 
By-law Amendments

Clause 2 (minimum tests) – 1 July 2026  **advantage to the skaters

Clause 3 (competition category) Basic Novice to Advanced Novice  **advantage to the skaters to choose competition level
Transitional provisions permitting skaters to compete in an eligible category one level below their current competition level from – 
1 July 2026  OR

Clause 3 (competition category) Basic Novice to Advanced Novice **disadvantage to the skaters
No transitional arrangements apply; skaters must compete in their highest current competitive category (Basic Novice to Junior) from  – 
1 July 2026

Clause 3 (competition category) Basic Novice to Advanced Novice **disadvantage to the skaters, sport & skaters’ development
No transitional arrangements apply; skaters must compete in their highest current competitive category (Basic Novice to Junior) from  – 
1 July 2027

Clause 3 (maximum age)
Increasing Junior Singles maximum age – 1 July 2026

Pair changes – 1 July 2026
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