
Australian Adult Figure Skating Committee 2025/26 Board Proposal-  
Age Class Alignment 

Age Class Alignment Proposal 
For ISA Board review 

Proposed By: Australian Adult Skating Committee 
Audience: ISA Board (decision), ISA Member committees, AAFSC, adult skating 
community. 
Mechanism: Amendment to ISA By-Law 501.3 under ISA-12 Policy for Rule Changes. 
 

Executive Summary 

This proposal seeks approval to amend By-Law 501.3 to align Australia’s adult singles age 
class structure with the international standard established by the ISU and adopted across 
major ISU Member Federations. 

The amendment replaces the current three-class structure with six age classes: five 10-year 
age classes and a Young Adult class (18–27). It also formalises class splitting and 
combining provisions consistent with ISU-recognised international competitions and the 
Winter World Masters Games. 

The proposal is supported by participation growth data, competition field analysis from 2026, 
including AAFSC 2026, and strong, consistent stakeholder feedback from the adult skating 
community. 

Recommendations 
Revise By-Law 501.3 with the following intentions.  See Proposed By-Law 501.3 on the 
final page for the proposed text. 
 
Recommendation 1: Revised Age Class Structure 
Amend By-Law 501.3 to replace the current adult age class structure with six age classes 
comprising five 10-year age classes and one Young Adult class (18–27), as follows: 
 
This structure aligns Australia with the ISU and international practice (including New 
Zealand, Canada, and the United Kingdom) 
 

Class Ages (as at 1 July preceding the event) 

Young Adult 18 - 27 

Class I 28 - 37 

Class II 38 - 47 

Class III 48 - 57 

Class IV 58 - 67 

Class V 68+ 
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Recommendation 2: Adoption of Class Splitting and Combining Policies 
 
Amend By-Law 501.3 to incorporate the following provisions: 
 
Splitting of Age Classes 
Where 24 or more participants enter the same age class within the same level and 
discipline, the Local Organising Committee (LOC) may divide the class evenly into two 
subclasses according to age. 
 

• If the number of participants is odd, the participant of median age is allocated to the 
younger subclass. 

• Subclasses are designated: 
o A (younger half) 
o B (older half) 

 
• Subclass identifiers are appended to the class name (e.g. Class IIA and Class IIB). 

Combining of Age Classes 
 
Where the number of entries in an age class is insufficient to support meaningful 
competition, the LOC may combine adjacent age classes. 
 

• Only adjacent classes may be combined. 
• The difference between the ages of the oldest and youngest skater in the combined 

class must not exceed 10 years. 
• Combined classes are designated using a plus notation (e.g. Class I + II). 
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Scope 
 
This proposal applies to Adult Singles in the following categories: 

• Bronze,  
• Silver,  
• Gold,  
• Masters, 
• Masters Elite 

 
Pewter and Copper categories remain governed by By-Law 620.9. Local Organising 
Committees may, at their discretion, apply the age class structure defined in this proposal to 
those categories. 
 
Rationale 
 

1. Growth in Adult Participation 
 
The adult skating community in Australia has entered a sustained growth phase. 
 
The inaugural Australian Adult Figure Skating Championships (AAFSC) in March 2026 
recorded: 
 

• 122 singles entries across 18 divisions 
• Strong participation in Ice Dance and Solo Ice Dance 

 
The current three-class structure reflects a low-density participation model and is no longer 
consistent with the scale and maturity of the adult skating pathway. 
 
At AAFSC 2026: 
 

• The largest division (Bronze Women Class I) included 22 skaters within a single 
11-year age range 

• Multiple divisions exceeded 10 participants 
 
At this scale of participation, 10-year age classes more accurately reflect the competitive 
landscape. 
 

2. Alignment with International Standards 
 
Australian adult skaters regularly compete internationally, including: 
 

• ISU Adult Competitions (e.g. Oberstdorf, North America) 
• Winter World Masters Games 
• New Zealand Masters Games 
• Other international adult events including Skate Berlin Adults, Swan Challenge (Bled 

Slovenia), Italian Adult Cup  
( reference: https://pattinaggioadulti.weebly.com/competitions.html) 

 
Currently, skaters train and compete domestically under a different age structure than they 
encounter internationally. 
 
Alignment provides: 
 

• Consistency in athlete development and benchmarking 
• Direct comparability of domestic and international results 
• Improved integration into international competition pathways 



Australian Adult Figure Skating Committee 2025/26 Board Proposal-  
Age Class Alignment 

 
It also supports Australia’s position as a host nation by ensuring international competitors 
compete under familiar structures. 
 

3. Stakeholder Support 
 
A 2026 AAFSC survey of adult skaters received: 
 

• 170 unique responses 
• 114 written submissions (67%) 

 
The most consistent feedback across all age groups was the need to align with the 
international 10-year age class structure. 
 
Representative comments included: 
 

• “Australia should adopt the 10-year age brackets that ISU have.” 
• “I’m 74 so will skate in 51+ — that is a 23-year age difference.” 
• “There are so many female skaters aged 18–28. There should be a split.” 
• “Let them skate in their age groups without fear of competing against those 20 years 

younger.” 
 
This represents the strongest and most consistent theme in stakeholder feedback. 
 
Precedence and Impact 
 
Precedence: the proposed structure already works at ANZAS 
The proposed structure is already in use at ANZAS, an Australian-hosted international adult 
competition. 
 
At ANZAS 2026: 
 

• 67 singles skaters competed across 16 age-class divisions 
• Combining rules were used effectively to maintain competitive integrity 
• Only two single-skater divisions occurred, both in Bronze Men categories with 

historically low participation 
 
ANZAS demonstrates that the proposed structure is operationally viable within the Australian 
competition environment. 
 
Impact Analysis (AAFSC 2026 Data)  
 
Under the current 3-age class structure, AAFSC 2026 distributed 122 singles skaters as 
follows: 
 

Class Age Range Skaters % of competition 

Class I 18 - 28 60 49% 

Class II 29 - 50 47 39% 

Class III 51+ 15 12% 
 

• Class II spans 22 years  
• Class III groups all skaters aged 51+ into a single category  
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Proposed Structure (6 Age Classes) 
 
Applying the proposed model: 
 

• Class I (18–28) separates into: 
o Young Adult (18–27) 
o Class I (28–37) 

• Class II (29–50) separates into: 
o Class I (28–37) 
o Class II (38–47) 

• Class III (51+) separates into: 
o Class III, IV, and V 

 
This results in: 
 

• Smaller, more age-aligned divisions 
• Improved competitive equity 
• Occasional small divisions, managed through combining rules 

 
While average field sizes decrease, competitive integrity is preserved through the combining 
mechanism, which is standard practice internationally. 

Implementation 
• Mechanism: Amendment to By-Law 501.3 under ISA-12  
• Effective Date: 1 July 2026  
• First AAFSC Application: 2027 
• First Technical Competition: As per individual ISA Member Competition Calendars 
• Affected Documents: By-Law 501.3 only  
• Consequential Amendments: None required 

Review 
The Australian Adult Figure Skating Committee will report to the ISA Board following AAFSC 
2027, including: 
 

• Field size distribution 
• Use of splitting and combining provisions 
• Any recommended refinements 
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Proposed By-Law 501.3 
 
By-Law 501.3 - Adult Singles Age Classes 
 

(a) Age classes.  
Bronze, Silver, Gold, Masters and Masters Elite Single categories shall be divided 
into the following age classes. A skater's age class is determined as at the 1st of July 
preceding the championship. 

 
Class Ages (as at 1 July preceding the event) 

Young Adult 18 - 27 

Class I 28 - 37 

Class II 38 - 47 

Class III 48 - 57 

Class IV 58 - 67 

Class V 68+ 
 
(b) Splitting of classes.  
Where 24 or more participants enter the same age class within a level, the LOC may 
further divide the class evenly into two subclasses according to age. 
 
If the number of participants is odd, the participant of median age competes in the 
younger subclass. 
 
The two subclasses are designated A (younger half) and B (older half), appended to 
the class name (e.g. Class IIA and Class IIB). 
 
(c) Combining of classes.  
Where entries within a class are too few to ensure meaningful competition, the LOC 
may combine adjacent classes, provided the resulting age gap between skaters in 
the combined class does not exceed 10 years. 
 
Combined classes are labelled by joining the source class names with a plus (e.g. 
Class I + II). 
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